


A calendar had no place in traditional life long ago.   
For the people of the Puget Sound, the world itself was the calendar.   

An awareness of seasons and the passage of time came in response to what was happening in 
the natural world. The calendar, for lack of a better term, was in response to an interactive 

relationship of the plants and animals around us, as well as the tides and stars. 

 
The calendar this year focuses on traditional stories. Stories were used as a way to teach. Every 

person wasn’t expected to take away the same teaching when they heard a story. When they 
were ready they would hear the appropriate teaching. This calendar will show the art work of 
Tulalip artists. Below each piece of art you’ll see a QR code that will take you to the story in 

English and Lushootseed. See what you take away from each story.  
   

The Lushootseed calendar is closely related to the lunar calendar, meaning there are 12 or 13 
months in a year, and several time periods cover more than one Gregorian calendar month.

In 2023 there are 12 new moons.
In 2024 there will be 13 new moons.

The seasons, which the months are roughly based on are: 
Fall pədʔuladxʷ, silver salmon return.

Winter pədt̕əs, cold weather.
Spring ʔuhiʔhədəb, getting a little warmer.

Summer pədhədəb, hot season.



ƛ̕iq̓s - January is known as a period in the winter when your stomach sticks to your backbone.
səxʷpupuhigʷəd - February is known as a windy time with many hard winds. 

waq̓waq̓us - March is known as the time when frogs sing.
slihibus - April is known as a time when you hear the voices of migrating cranes and swans.

pədč̓aʔəb - May is known as a time to dig roots.
pədstəgʷad - June is known as salmonberry season (lasts from early May to late June).

pədgʷədbixʷ - July is known as the native blackberry season (part of July).
pədt̕aqaʔ - August is known as the salal berry season.

pədkʷəxʷic - September is known as the time the Silver Salmon returns (the run, not the 30 days).
pədxʷit̕xʷit̕il - October is known as the time that many leaves fall.

pədƛ̕xʷayʔ - November is known as the time when the chum salmon return (near Thanksgiving).
səxʷšic̓əlwaʔs or pədšic̓əlwaʔs - December is known as the time to sheath the paddles.

sɬukʷaləb - The thirteenth moon according to Chief William Shelton was called the “Little Moon.” 
pədx̌ʷiwaac - The thirteenth moon according to Harriette Shelton was called the “Whistle of 

Robin. This moon was placed sometime in the middle of the year.” 
The days of the week, really came about after the introduction of

Christianity. The days of the week are based and related to Sunday.
x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat (sacred day) is Sunday.
p̓əɬq̓ʷabac (the one after) is Monday.
scəbdatil (two days after) is Tuesday.

sɬixʷəɬdatil (the third day) is Wednesday. 
sbuusəɬdatil (the fourth day) is Thursday.

scəlacəɬdatil (the fifth day) is Friday. 
č̓itabac (right next to) is Saturday.



Mother GrouseMother Grouse

tsi sk̓ʷuy sgʷəlubtsi sk̓ʷuy sgʷəlub
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 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

ƛ̕iq̓s

Martin Luther King Jr.
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February 2023
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December 2022

FIRST

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm

ɬaw̓t dᶻəlč̓əɬdat 
New Year’s Day

dxʷləšucid 102 begins

LAST

Scan for Story



Crane and ChangerCrane and Changer

sbəq̓ʷaʔ ʔi tiʔiɬ dukʷibəɬsbəq̓ʷaʔ ʔi tiʔiɬ dukʷibəɬ
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 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

səxʷpupuhigʷəd

haʔɬ sx̌aƛ̕txʷəɬdatil 
Valentine’s Day

FIRST

Presidents’ Day

Tribal Offices 
Closed
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm
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Ash Wednesday

Scan for Story



dəxʷkʷədubs tiʔiɬ sləx̌ildəxʷkʷədubs tiʔiɬ sləx̌il
How Daylight was StolenHow Daylight was Stolen
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April 2023

waq̓waq̓us

St. Patrick’s Day
Daylight Saving Time 

Begins

NEW   

FIRST

LAST

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm

FULL

February 2023
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ʔuhiʔhədəb
First Day of Spring

Scan for Story



k̓aʔk̓aʔ ʔi tsiʔiɬ kiyuuqʷs stətudəqʷk̓aʔk̓aʔ ʔi tsiʔiɬ kiyuuqʷs stətudəqʷ
Crow and Her Seagull SlavesCrow and Her Seagull Slaves
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FIRST

 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac
May 2023

slihibus

April Fool’s Day

sləx̌il ʔə ti 
swatixʷtəd

Earth Day
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LAST

dxʷləšucid 103 begins

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm

Passover Ends
pədšəqil

Easter

March 2023
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Good FridayPassover BeginsPalm Sunday

FULL

NEW   

Tax Day

Scan for Story



dəxʷšəqtəb ʔə ti šəqul̕gʷədxʷdəxʷšəqtəb ʔə ti šəqul̕gʷədxʷ
Lifting up the SkyLifting up the Sky
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 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

pədč̓aʔəb

sləx̌il ʔə tsi sk̓ʷuy
Mother’s Day

Free Admission at HCC for Moms Armed Forces Day

slax̌dxʷəɬdat
Memorial Day

S M T W T F S
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May Day

LAST

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm

NEW   

April 2023
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FULL

FIRST

sləx̌il ʔə ti ʔaciɬtalbixʷčəɬ 
ʔuɬiq̓ʷtub, ʔugʷəlaltəb 

MMIP DayScan for Story



sʔəsq̓ʷuʔ ʔə ti hikʷ siʔab yubəčsʔəsq̓ʷuʔ ʔə ti hikʷ siʔab yubəč
First Salmon CeremonyFirst Salmon Ceremony
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pədstəgʷad
 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

July 2023

Flag Day

NEW   

sləx̌il ʔə ti bad
Father’s Day

Free Admission at HCC for Dads

FIRST
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LAST
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pədhədəb
First Day of Summer

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm

May 2023
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ʔulub ʔi kʷi x̌ʷəl
ʔə ti pədstəgʷəd

Juneteenth

Tribal Office
Closed
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

Scan for Story



bibščəb ʔi tiʔiɬ suʔsuq̓ʷaʔs,bibščəb ʔi tiʔiɬ suʔsuq̓ʷaʔs,
 tətyika tətyika

Mink and TetyikaMink and Tetyika
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 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

pədgʷədbixʷ

FIRST
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August 2023

ti buus ʔə kʷi
pədgʷədbix

Independence Day
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June 2023

LAST
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Tribal Office
Closed
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

NEW   

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm

Scan for Story



tiʔiɬ dᶻixʷ spəčuʔstiʔiɬ dᶻixʷ spəčuʔs
Her First BasketHer First Basket
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pədt̕aqaʔ

NEW   

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm

LAST

July 2023
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September 2023
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Scan for Story



dxʷsxʷiʔxʷiʔ ti sup̓qsdxʷsxʷiʔxʷiʔ ti sup̓qs
The Seal HuntersThe Seal Hunters



  30 31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

pədkʷəxʷic

pədʔuladxʷ
First Day of Autumn

NEW   

LAST

October 2023August 2023
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sləx̌il ʔə ti syayus
Labor Day

sləx̌il ʔə ti 
luƛ̕tədčəɬ

Grandparents’ Day

dxʷləšucid 101 begins

Tribal Offices Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm
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FIRST
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sləx̌il ʔə ti sləlal̕x̌čəɬ 
ti tuyəl̕yəlabčəɬ 

ʔusaxʷəbtub                 
Orange Shirt Day

Scan for Story



sčətxʷəd ʔi tsiʔiɬ ƛ̕aƛ̕ac̓apədsčətxʷəd ʔi tsiʔiɬ ƛ̕aƛ̕ac̓apəd
Bear and AntBear and Ant
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November 2023

pədxʷit̕xʷit̕il

skayuʔəɬdat
Halloween

FIRST

FULL

LAST

September 2023
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Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm

NEW   

ʔaciɬtalbixʷ tiʔəʔ sləx̌il
Indigenous Peoples’ Day

Tribal Offices Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

Scan for Story



ʔalʔal ʔə tsi k̓ʷič̓k̓ʷič̓lax̌ədxʷʔalʔal ʔə tsi k̓ʷič̓k̓ʷič̓lax̌ədxʷ
Mudswallow’s HouseMudswallow’s House
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 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

December 2023

ʔəst̕igʷidəɬdat
Thanksgiving Day

pədƛ̕xʷayʔ

FIRST

FULL

LAST

October 2023
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31  

Election Day
tubtubšadadəɬdat
Veterans’ Day (Observed)

dxʷlilapəɬdat
Tulalip Day

Daylight Saving Time 
Ends

Tribal Office
Closed
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ
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Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

NEW   

tubtubšadadəɬdat
Veterans’ Day

Scan for Story



tsi sxʷəyuq̓ʷtsi sxʷəyuq̓ʷ
Basket LadyBasket Lady
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 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac
January 2024

səxʷšic̓əlwaʔs

FULL

LAST

November 2023

pədt̕əs
First Day of Winter

pədx̌aʔx̌aʔ
Christmas Eve

Pearl Harbor Day

New Year’s Eve

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day open til 8pm

Hanukkah Ends

FIRST
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Hanukkah Begins

pədx̌aʔx̌aʔ
Christmas Day

Tribal Offices 
Closed
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

Scan for Story
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January:  Mother  Grouse ,  Walter  MosesJanuary:  Mother  Grouse ,  Walter  Moses
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June:  F irst  Sa lmon Ceremony,  Marysa  Sy lvester June:  F irst  Sa lmon Ceremony,  Marysa  Sy lvester 
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