


A calendar had no place in traditional life long ago.   
For the people of the Puget Sound, the world itself was the calendar.   

An awareness of seasons and the passage of time came in response to what was happening in the 
world.  The calendar, for lack of a better term, was in response to an interactive relationship of the 

plants and animals around us, as well as the tides and stars.  

Each year was unique and would have been described in its own terms, not in standard units of 
time measurement.  For each season, or period of time, descriptions of what was happening in 

the world, referenced what plants were flowering, bearing fruit or resting.   References were also 
made to the tides of fall and winter, what type of salmon were running to the spawning grounds, 

distinctive weather events, and what was happening with the animals around us.  Because of unique 
characteristics from one year to the next, some months may have more than one name.     

The Lushootseed Calendar is closely related to the Lunar calendar, meaning there are 12 or 13 
months in a year, and several time periods cover more than one Gregorian calendar month.  In 

2015, we will have 12 new moons.   Next year, 2016 there will be 13 new moons.

The seasons, which the months are roughly based on are:
Fall  pədʔuladx ,̫ silver salmon return.

Winter  pədt̕əs, cold weather. 
Spring  ʔuhiʔhədəb, getting a little warmer.

Summer  pədhədəb, hot season.



ƛ̕iq̓s - January is known as a period in the winter when your stomach sticks to your backbone.
səxʷpupuhigʷəd - February is known as a windy time with many hard winds. 

waq̓waq̓us - March is known as the time when frogs sing.
slihibus - April is known as a time when you hear the voices of migrating cranes and swans.

pədč̓aʔəb - May is known as a time to dig roots.
pədstəgʷad - June is known as salmonberry season (lasts from early May to late June).

pədgʷədbixʷ - July is known as the native blackberry season (part of July).
pədt̕aqaʔ - August is known as the salalberry season.

pədkʷəxʷic - September is known as the time the Silver Salmon returns (is the run, not the 30 days).
pədxʷit̕xʷit̕il - October is known as the time that many leaves fall.

pədƛ̕xʷayʔ - November is known as the time when the chum salmon return (around Thanksgiving).
səxʷšic̓əlwaʔs or pədšic̓əlwaʔs - December is known as the time to sheath the paddles.

The days of the week, really came about after the introduction of
Christianity.  The days of the week are based and related to Sunday.

x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat (sacred day) is Sunday.
p̓əɬq̓ʷabac  (the one after) is Monday.
scəbdatil (two days after) is Tuesday.

sɬixʷəɬdatil (the third day) is Wednesday. 
sbuusəɬdatil (the fourth day) is Thursday.
scəlacəɬdatil (the fifth day) is Friday.

č̓itabac (right next to) is Saturday.



Mukilteo, where the Point
Elliot treaty was signed on 
January 22, 1855.

bək̓ʷəɬtiwʔ



Dec. 30 Dec. 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

ƛ̕iq̓s

NEW   

FIRST

FULL

LAST

S M T W T F S

 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

December 2014

ƛ̕iq̓s moon continues New Year’s Eve

dxʷləšucid 102 begins

Tribal Offices Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm

New Year’s Day
ɬaw̓t dᶻəlč̓əɬdat

ʔaciɬtalbixʷ tiʔiɬ
American Indian Day
Martin Luther King Jr

Tribal Offices Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Tribal Offices Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 
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February 2015

səxʷpupuhigʷəd 
moon begins



sbiʔbədaʔ
A land formation along Port 
Susan that resembles a woman 
holding a baby.    biʔbədaʔ 
means a baby.
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January 2015 March 2015

 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

səxʷpupuhigʷəd

Valentine’s Day

FULL

Groundhog Day

FIRST

LAST

President’s Day

Tribal Offices 
Closed
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm

səxʷpupuhigʷəd 
moom continuess

NEW   

waq̓waq̓us
moon begins

Ash Wednesday



skayuʔqs
Mission Point is the southern point that makes
Tulalip bay.   



ʔuhihədəb
First Day of Spring
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April 2015

waq̓waq̓us

St. Patrick’s Day

Daylight Saving Time 
Begins
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waq̓waq̓us 
moon continues

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm

February 2015
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slihibus/pədx̌ʷiw̓aac 
moon began Thursday

Palm Sunday
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x̌ʷuyšəd
Camano head is the southern tip of Camano Island.  
A slide there, in the 1820’s or 30’s, buried a camp 
site for gathering clams at the point.   



pədč̓aʔəb
moon begins
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May 2015

slihibus

April Fool’s Day

Earth Day
sləx̌il ʔə ti 
swatixʷtəd
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slihibus/pədx̌ʷiw̓aac
moon continues

LAST

dxʷləšucid 103 begins

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm
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March 2015

pədšəqil
Easter Sunday

Passover Begins

Good Friday

Passover End

Tax Day



č̓ƛ̕aʔqs
Priest Point, the southern tip of the Tulalip
reservation. č̓ƛ̕aʔqs means Rock Point.  
č̓ƛ̕aʔ means rock and qs means point.  



June 2015

 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

pədč̓aʔəb

sləx̌il ʔə tsi sk̓ʷuy
Mother’s Day

Free Admission at HCC for Moms
Armed Forces Day

slax̌dxʷəɬdat
Memorial Day
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April 2015

May Day

LAST

FIRST

pədč̓aʔəb
moon continues

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm

pədstəgʷad
moon begins

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center
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Cinco de Mayo



č̓əč̓əsəliʔ
Gedney or Hat Island.  People lived on the
island  year round.  There were several camps 
for gathering clams and other food. 
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pədstəgʷad
 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

July 2015

Flag Day

sləx̌il ʔə ti bad
Father’s Day

Free Admission at HCC for Dads
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pədhədəb
First Day of Summer

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm

May 2015

pədstəgʷad
moon continues

pədgʷədbixʷ
moon begins

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center
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qʷəl̕sidəʔ
Quilceda is a stream that flows into 
Possession Sound north of Everett 
and west of Marysville.   



 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac

pədgʷədbixʷ
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August 2015

Independence Day
ti buus ʔə ti 
pədgʷədbixʷ

pədgʷədbixʷ
moon continues

Tribal Offices Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm
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June 2015
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LAST

pədt̕aqaʔ
moon begins

dxʷləšucid  sʔəsqaləkʷ ʔə ti    wiw̓su
Tentative - Lushootseed Language Camp Week - 1     M-F  10am-3pm

dxʷləšucid  sʔəsqaləkʷ ʔə ti    wiw̓su
Tentative - Lushootseed Language Camp Week - 2     M-F  10am-3pm
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hibulb
The primary village site of the Snohomish 
tribe.  



 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac
September 2015

pədt̕aqaʔ

NEW   

FIRST

FULL

July 2015
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pədt̕aqaʔ
moon continues

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm
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pədkʷəxʷic
moon begins
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sčudᶻ
Deception Pass 
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pədkʷəxʷic

pədʔuladxʷ
First Day of Autumn
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sləx̌il ʔə ti syayus
Labor Day

Grandparent’s Day

Patriot Day

pədkʷəxʷic
moon continues

dxʷləšucid 101 begins

Tribal Offices Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm
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pədxʷit̕xʷit̕il
moon begins



dxʷlilap
Tulalip bay at the Tulalip Reservation.   
dxʷlilap means far to the end or bottom.
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November 2015

pədxʷit̕xʷit̕il

Halloween
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September 2015
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moon continues
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Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm

pədƛ̕xʷayʔ
moon begins



bəlalgʷəʔ
Mount Pilchuck.  Pilchuck means red 
water in Chinook Jargon.  



 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac
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December 2015

ʔəst̕igʷidəɬdat
Thanksgiving Day

pədƛ̕xʷayʔ
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October 2015
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Election Day

tubtubšadadəɬdat
Veteran’s Day *
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29 30     
dxʷlilapəɬdat

Tulalip Day

Daylight Saving Time 
Ends

Tribal Offices 
Closed * 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

pədƛ̕xʷayʔ
moon continues

səxʷšic̓əlwaʔs
moon began Nov. 11th

*  Hibulb Cultural Center Open

* Free Admission for Veterans

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center



x̌ilix̌alʔtxʷ
Battle Creek - x̌ilix̌alʔtxʷ 
means fort.
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 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac
January 2016

səxʷšic̓əlwaʔs

NEW   

FULL

LAST

November 2015

pədt̕əs
First Day of Winter

pədx̌aʔx̌aʔ
Christmas Day

Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day

New Year’s Eve

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

New Year’s Day
ɬaw̓t dᶻəlč̓əɬdat

ƛ̕iq̓s moon begins

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm

Hanukkah Begins
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Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

səxʷšic̓əlwaʔs
moon continues

FIRST
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31

LAST

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm @ Hibulb Cultural Center

Hanukkah Ends
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