


A calendar had no place in traditional life long ago.   
For the people of the Puget Sound the world itself was the calendar.   

An awareness of seasons and the passage of time came in response to 
what was happening in the world.  The calendar, for lack of a better 
term, was in response to an interactive relationship of the plants and 

animals around us, as well as the tides and stars.  

Each year was unique and would have been described in its own terms, 
not in standard units of time measurement.  For each season, or period 
of time, descriptions of what was happening in the world, referenced 

what plants were flowering, bearing fruit or resting.   References 
were also made to the tides of fall and winter, what type of salmon 

were running to the spawning grounds, distinctive weather events, and 
what was happening with the animals around us.  Because of unique 

characteristics from one year to the next, some months may have more 
than one name.     

The Lushootseed Calendar is closely related to the Lunar calendar, 
meaning there are 12 or  13 months in a year, and several time periods 
cover more than one Gregorian calendar month.   In 2012 there were 
12 new moons, in 2013 there are also12 new moons.  In 2014, we will 

have 13 new moons.



The seasons, which the months are roughly based on are:
Fall  pədʔuladx ,̫ Silver salmon return.

Winter  pədt̕əs, Cold weather.
Spring  ʔuhiʔhədəb, Getting a little warmer

Summer  pədhədəb, Hot season
________________________________________

The days of the week, really came about after the introduction of
Christianity.  The days of the week are based and related to Sunday.

x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat (sacred day) is Sunday.
p̓əɬq̓ʷabac  (the one after) is Monday.
scəbdatil (two days after) is Tuesday.

sɬixʷəɬdatil (the third day) is Wednesday. 
sbuusəɬdatil (the fourth day) is Thursday.
scəlacəɬdatil (the fifth day) is Friday.

č̓itabac (right next to) is Saturday.



ƛ̕iq̓s
January is known as ƛ̕iq̓s, 
a period in the winter when 
your stomach sticks to your 
backbone.



 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac
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Martin Luther King Jr
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New Year’s Day
ɬaw̓t dᶻəlč̓əɬdat

səxʷšic̓əlwaʔs
moon continues

New Year’s Eve

ƛ̕iq̓s moon beginsdxʷləšucid 102 begins

Tribal Offices Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm



səxʷpupuhigʷəd
February is known as 
səxʷpupuhigʷəd, a windy time 
with many hard winds.  This 
period can stretch into March.
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 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac
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Ash Wednesday

səxʷpupuhigʷəd 
moon begins

President’s Day

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm

Tribal Offices 
Closed
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm



waq̓waq̓us
March is known as waq̓waq̓us, 
meaning when the frogs sing.



pədšəqil
Easter Sunday

ʔuhihədəb
First Day of Spring
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sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm

sɬax̌il ʔə ti dxʷləšucid ʔiišəd
Lushootseed Family Night 

5pm - 7pm

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm



slihibus
April is known as slihibus, a 
time when the sandhill cranes and 
swans migrate, or pədx̌ʷiw̓aac, 
time of whistling robins.



pədx̌ʷiw̓aac
moon begins
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moon continues

LAST

dxʷləšucid 103 begins

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm



pədč̓aʔəb
May is known as pədč̓aʔəb,
a time to dig roots.
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moon begins

Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm



pədstəgʷad
June is known as pədstəgʷad,
salmonberry season (lasts from 
early May to late June).



pədstəgʷad
moon begins
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Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm



pədgʷədbixʷ
July is known as pədgʷədbix ,̫
native blackberry season (part 
of July).



 x̌aʔx̌aʔəɬdat p̓əɬq̓ʷabac scəbdatil sɬixʷəɬdatil sbuusəɬdatil scəlacəɬdatil č̓itabac
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Tribal Offices Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm



pədt̕aqaʔ
August is known as pədt̕aqaʔ,
salalberry season.
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dxʷləšucid  sʔəsqaləkʷ ʔə ti    wiw̓su
Lushootseed Language Camp Week - 1     M-F  10am-3pm

dxʷləšucid  sʔəsqaləkʷ ʔə ti    wiw̓su
Lushootseed Language Camp Week - 2     M-F  10am-3pm

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm



pədkʷəxʷic
September is known as 
pədkʷəxʷic, when the 
silver salmon returns (is 
the run, not the 30 days).
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moon continues
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moon begins

dxʷləšucid 101 begins

Tribal Offices Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm



pədxʷit̕xʷit̕il
October is known as pədxʷit̕xʷit̕il, 
time when many leaves fall (can 
be any period of time when lots 
of leaves are falling).
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pədƛ̕xʷayʔ
November is known as 
pədƛ̕xʷayʔ, the time when the 
chum salmon return (usually 
after Thanksgiving).
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Tribal Offices 
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Tribal Offices 
Closed 
xʷiʔ kʷi gʷəsʔahčəɬ 

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Day Open til 8pm



səxʷšic̓əlwaʔs
December is known 
as səxʷšic̓əlwaʔs, or 
pədšic̓əlwaʔs, time to 
sheathe the paddles.
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Free Admission Day Open til 8pm
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