


A calendar had no place in traditional life long ago.

For the people of the Puget Sound the world itself was the calendar.
An awareness of seasons and the passage of time came in response to
what was happening in the world. The calendar, for lack of a better
term, was in response to an interactive relationship of the plants and
animals around us, as well as the tides and stars.

Each year was unique and would have been described in its own terms,

not in standard units of time measurement. For each season, or period
of time, descriptions of what was happening in the world, referenced

what plants were flowering, bearing fruit or resting. References
were also made to the tides of fall and winter, what type of salmon
were running to the spawning grounds, distinctive weather events, and
what was happening with the animals around us. Because of unique
characteristics from one year to the next, some months may have more
than one name.

The Lushootseed Calendar is closely related to the Lunar calendar,
meaning there are 12 or 13 months in a year, and several time periods
cover more than one Gregorian calendar month. In 2012 there were
12 new moons, in 2013 there are also12 new moons. In 2014, we will

have 13 new moons.



The seasons, which the months are roughly based on are:
Fall pad?uladx’ Silver salmon return.
Winter padftss, Cold weather.
Spring ?uhi?hadab, Getting a little warmer

Summer padhadab, Hot season

The days of the week, really came about after the introduction of
Christianity. The days of the week are based and related to Sunday.

xa?xa?afdat (sacred day) is Sunday.
pafd‘abac (the one after) is Monday.
scabdatil (two days after) is Tuesday.
six*afdatil (the third day) is Wednesday.
sbuusafdatil (the fourth day) is Thursday.
scalacafdatil (the fifth day) is Friday.
¢itabac (right next to) is Saturday.



January is knewn as

a period in the winter when
your stomachisticks to your
backbone.
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March is known as _
meaning when the frogs sing.
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April is known as a
time when the sandhill cranes and

swans migrate, or
time of whistling robins.
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JE s May is known as

”

\ i A\ a time to dig roots.




padéa?ab

scabdatil

sbuusaldatil

scalacafdatil

¢itabac

xa?xa?afdat

April 2013
S M T w T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

pa£d abac

June 2013

S M T w T F S

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

6 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

sfix“sfdatil

May Day

padX‘iwaac

5

12

slaxil ?s tsi sK'uy
Mother’s Day

13

14

moon continues

15

9,

LAST

8@

NEW

2

Hibulb Cultural Center
Free Admission Dax Ogen til sgm

9

padéa?ab
moon begins

10

11

16

FIRST

17

18

Armed Forces Day

19

20

21

22

23

O

FULL

24

25

26

Tribal Offices
Closed 2 7

x"i? K'i g'as?ahcad

slaxdx“s2dat
Memorial Day
Holiday

28

29

30

LAST

31




June istknown as
salmonberry:season (lasts fromi §
early May toflate June).
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native blackberry seasen (part
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Augustis known as
|
salalberry season.
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September is known as
when the
silver salmon returns' (is'« &
J'the run, not the 30 days).
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November is known as

the time when the
chum salmon return (usually
after Thanksgiving).
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