


A calendar had no place in traditional life long ago.
For the people of the Puget Sound, the world itself was the calendar.
An awareness of seasons and the passage of time came in response to what was happening in
the natural world. The calendar, for lack of a better term, was in response to an interactive
relationship of the plants and animals around us, as well as the tides and stars.

Each year was unique and would have been described in its own terms, not in standard units of

time measurement. For each season, or period of time, descriptions of what was happening in

the world, referenced what plants were flowering, bearing fruit or resting. Because of unique
characteristics from one year to the next, some months may have more than one name.

The Lushootseed Calendar is closely related to the Lunar calendar, meaning there are 12 or 13
months in a year, and several time periods cover more than one Gregorian calendar month.
In 2016, there were 13 new moons.

This in 2017 there will be 12 new moons.

The seasons, which the months are roughly based on are:
Fall pad?uladx”, silver salmon return.
Winter padtss, cold weather.
Spring ?uhi?hadab, getting a little warmer.
Summer padhadab, hot season.



Xigs - January is known as a period in the winter when your stomach sticks to your backbone.
sax’pupuhig’ad - February is known as a windy time with many hard winds.
wadwadus - March is known as the time when frogs sing.
slihibus - April is known as a time when you hear the voices of migrating cranes and swans.
padéa?sb - May is known as a time to dig roots.
padstag*ad - June is known as salmonberry season (lasts from early May to late June).
padg“adbix” - July is known as the native blackberry season (part of July).
padtaqa? - August is known as the salalberry season.
padk®ax’ic - September is known as the time the Silver Salmon returns (the run, not the 30 days).
padx’i¥x“itil - October is known as the time that many leaves fall.
padXx*ay? - November is known as the time when the chum salmon return (near Thanksgiving).
sax"$i¢calwa?s or padsi¢alwa?s - December is known as the time to sheath the paddles.
sdukalab - The thirteenth moon according to Chief William Shelton was called the “Little moon.”
padX”’iwaac - The thirteenth moon according to Harriette Shelton was called the “Whistle of
Robin. This moon was placed sometime in the middle of the year.”

The days of the week, really came about after the introduction of
Christianity. The days of the week are based and related to Sunday.
Xa?xa?addat (sacred day) is Sunday.
patq‘abac (the one after) is Monday.
scabdatil (two days after) is Tuesday.
s¢ix“s¢datil (the third day) is Wednesday.
sbuusaddatil (the fourth day) is Thursday.
scalacaddatil (the fifth day) is Friday.
¢itabac (right next to) is Saturday.
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